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February 28, 2025

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I am sure that many of you are distressed by the news of the recent forest fires in Ofunato City. I
have received messages of concern for the safety of the people of Ofunato. Thank you very much.

I have asked Mr. Keiichi Sugawara, head of the Caritas Ofunato Base and president of the Ofunato
parish council, for information regarding the situation of Ofunato city and its people. Attached is a
translation of his report. According to him, there is a risk that the Ofunato parish church, the Stella
Maris Kindergarten, and the Caritas Ofunato Base could be affected by the fire should there be
changes in wind direction. Volunteers of Caritas Ofunato Base have been supporting the residents of
the fire-stricken areas after the tsunami caused by the March 11, 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake.

Let us pray for the safety of the people of Ofunato City and Rikuzentakata City and that the fire
will be extinguished as soon as possible.

Bishop Edgar Gacutan
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Translation of Report of Mr. Keiichi Sugawara, head of Caritas Ofunato Base and
president of Ofunato Parish Council regarding wildfires burning across Ofunato City and
Rikuzentakata City.

February 28, 2025

On February 19" (Wednesday), a forest fire broke out in the Ryori-dahama
district of Sanriku-cho, Ofunato City. This district is about a 30-minute drive from
Ofunato Church. It took 7 days to put out the fire.

At around 3:30 pm on the February 25th, just after the announcement that the
fire had been put out, a forest fire broke out in the neighboring town of Otomo,
Rikuzentakata City. The fire spread to the neighboring town of Suezaki in Ofunato City,
but it was brought under control around noon the following day. The fire affected only
the forest. Around this time, strong winds began to blow. Then, at around 1 pm, a fire
broke out in the Attari district of Akasaki Town in Ofunato City, and it is currently
spreading. Due to the strong winds, fire-fighting helicopters have difficulty in
extinguishing the fire. Fire trucks also find it difficult to secure water. Ryori in Sanriku-
cho and Suesaki-cho are far from Ofunato Church. The church, the kindergarten and
Caritas Ofunato base were not damaged by the fire.

The fire from the Attari area, has spread to the Ryori area due to strong winds,
and more than 84 buildings, including houses, were destroyed. Those houses were built
on higher ground after the tsunami caused by March 11, 2011 Great East Japan
Earthquake. An evacuation order had been issued for the entire Akasaki area.

Evacuation centers have been set up one after another. Beds, beddings and food
have been provided to evacuees. There are four Catholics in Akasaki-cho. Thus far there
is no information about injuries or houses being destroyed by the fire.

Akasaki-cho is adjacent to Ofunato-cho. Depending on the direction of the strong
winds, there is a possibility that damage may be caused to the church, the kindergarten
and Caritas Ofunato base. It is hoped that the fire will be extingunished as soon as possible.

At the moment, relief supplies can be obtained from stores and supermarkets in
Ofunato-cho. Even if you send relief supplies, we will not be able to distribute them.
Unlike after the tsunami, we cannot currently judge whether or not it is necessary or
possible to accept volunteers immediately after the fire is extinguished.

It is extremely painful to think of the people who lost their homes, which they
had built with great effort on high ground after suffering damage from the tsunami 14
years ago. Now, all we can do is pray that the fire does not spread any further and is
extinguished as soon as possible.

P.003/003



